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In This Issue 

• Grand Knight Comments 

• Chaplain’s Corner 

• Ladies Auxiliary 

• Ukraine Support 

• Golf Outing 

• Photo Album 

• Miscellaneous items 

 

Upcoming Events 

June 

06/14 Membership Mtg - SJN 

 

July 

07/04 Ladies Auxiliary 

07/05 Officers’ Business Mtg. 

07/12 Membership Mtg - SJN 

07/18 Golf Outing 

 

August 

08/01 Ladies Auxiliary 

08/02 Officers’ Business Mtg. 

08/09 Membership Mtg - SJN 

 

New Degree Schedule 

1st, 2nd, 3rd Degree  

TBD 

 

4th Degree Exemplification 

TBD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GREG’S RAMBLINGS AND RUMINATING  

Brother Knights, 

Summer is upon us and graduation parties abound. It may be your 

own children, grandchildren, extended family, or the children of 

friends. Though we are all in different stages of life, each of us can 

relate to the crossroads that a graduation signifies. The older guests 

may remember their own time as a young adult and provide those words of wisdom 

that can only be understood with life experience. 

For those leaving high school, the future of college looms. Some go directly into the 

workforce, but I find that somewhat rare here in St. Charles. My son is excited to be 

in Champaign – Urbana come August and is uncharacteristically eager for summer to 

be over. I think the move forward to an independent life is the draw. I’m sure Jill will 

still try to tell him what to do from 160 miles away but it will be a lot easier to ignore 

her. A lot of his friends will join him at U of I and some are going farther afield to 

places like New Haven, CT, Columbia, MO, and Cambridge, MA. Others will stay home 

and go to ECC to save money, figure out their future, or ease into 

independent life. The ups and downs and decisions that guided these 

young adults to their crossroads is part of the growth that we celebrate. 

Words like “Accomplishment” and “Achievement” I see in graduation 

cards seem a bit exaggerated for getting through high school. For most 

of us, high school graduation is a minimal expectation. It is the college 

graduations that are more impressive, yet I don’t see many college graduation parties. 

From my vantage point, the college graduates are already too independent to have 

their parents throw them a party. My recent college graduate is already working out 

of state and planning her future. Life is underway with no time to return home for the 

summer. I realized that things have changed and what has been my day to day 

experience will soon be different. Our house will be down to just two.  

For the Knights, summer without the dragon boat races is a season with a lull in activity 

(except for the golf outing). Summer is a time of planning for a flurry of activity in the 

Fall and that planning requires leadership. Just like those young people setting out 

from a crossroads in life, I ask you to step out of your comfort zone and take on a new 

role with the Knights. We have a need for a Chancellor, Financial Secretary, Recorder, 

and Charity Ambassador. Become an event coordinator or move into the District 

Warden position. What is holding you back?   

Peace! 

Greg Sengstock,  

Grand Knight – Council 12497  

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
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CHAPLAIN’S CORNER by Fr. John Kladar 

 

Five years ago, I arrived in Saint Charles as a seminarian at the 

beginning of my pastoral year. At the time, I knew very little about 

Saint Charles or what life would be like in the Fox River Valley. It is 

honestly hard for me to remember what that felt like. It’s hard to 

remember home feeling like a strange place. That is undoubtedly 

what St. Charles has become for me; it has become my home. When 

I think about my childhood, home is where those memories took 

place. Whenever I think about the first three years of my priesthood 

throughout my life and into all of eternity, I will think of Saint Charles. I will think of 

all the times I have been humbled and privileged to let the people of this community 

encounter Christ in the sacraments. And friends, let me tell you, there have been a lot 

of Sacraments. During my time here at Saint Patrick’s, I have been blessed to offer 

over 1200 masses, 86 baptisms, 56 funerals, 30 weddings, and 15 confirmations. 

I want to thank Msgr. Deutsch and Msgr. Knox for shepherding me as my pastor over 

the last five years. Msgr. Knox gave me many opportunities to build confidence leading 

up to my ordination, and Msgr. Deutsch has always been gracious to let me fly in my 

early priesthood. We have had some difficult years in the world since I have been at 

St. Pat’s. 2020 was very hard for me as a young priest, and I am tremendously grateful 

to Msgr. Deutsch for what he did to keep myself and the whole parish grounded during 

that time. I have all the confidence that this parish is destined for holiness with Msgr. 

Deutsch as pastor. I am very excited to see where the Holy Spirit leads this parish in 

the years to come. Stay humble and be bold in your love for Christ. 

Lastly, the hardest part, I want to thank all of you. I can’t thank you enough for letting 

me be a part of this parish community. There are so many families who have made 

me a better man and a better priest. I remember being a twenty-year-old kid, not 

wanting to have anything to do with the priesthood. I wanted to have a family. Now I 

understand that the Lord had made my heart for something more. I can’t imagine my 

life without this parish and without having you all in my life. I wouldn’t change a thing. 

It has been the honor of my life to be your priest. Please pray for me and my 

priesthood, and know I will continue to pray for you. Thank-you! 

 

God Bless, 

Fr. John Kladar 

 

A ROSARY - FOR YOU! 
 

Mark Schaefer, our Membership Director, has committed to 

saying a rosary for you on your birthday.  He has a list of current 

members and their birthdays.  So when your special day rolls 

around this year, know that you are being prayed for.   

 

Thank you Mark! 

 

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
mailto:gk@kofc12497.com
mailto:gk@kofc12497.com
mailto:dgk@kofc12497.com
mailto:dgk@kofc12497.com
mailto:Gregory.Paul@KOFC.ORG
mailto:james_mcnamara@sbcglobal.net
mailto:james_mcnamara@sbcglobal.net
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LADIES AUXILIARY REPORT 

 

Together we can do great things” - St. Teresa 
 

A HUGE HUGE THANK YOU to all of you who purchased Plants to help support the Ladies 

Auxiliary & Knights of Columbus. 

This year was our 7th Annual Charity Garden Market Fundraiser and the weather could not have been more beautiful. 
On-line orders were about the same as last year's sales. Because of your support we were able to raise $3,810 that 

can help several organizations that the Ladies Auxiliary and Knights of Columbus support.  

 

CGM team: Caroline Ehmann, Dennis Marquis, Paul Clementi, Bill Roth, Donna Fike and Celeste Marc 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Don't Miss our next Dine-to-Donate                                   

Village Tavern and Grill – Randall Road, South Elgin  

June 16, 2022 

  

Stop by and enjoy lunch or dinner out (or both). Don’t forget to order world famous chicken 

tenders with dip and the Ladies Auxiliary will receive 20% of the bill!  This will help us continue 

to support local charity organizations. What is better than great food, great service, and 

helping others? Remember to tell your server that you are from St Patrick Parish. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Celeste Marc 

Vice President See our website at www.ladiesaux12497.org 

 

  

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
http://www.ladiesaux12497.org/
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SPRING ROADSIDE CLEANUP 
 

Your council’s intrepid band of roadside 

cleanup brothers faced soggy ground, 

running gulley water, and a late rainstorm 

as they cleaned debris along Randall Road 

from Silver Glen to Red Gate on Saturday, 

May 21st.  After much debate, it was 

decided that the highlight of the day was 

disposing of a dead racoon skin rather 

than the eating of Brother Jim Gebhardt’s 

donut and coffee treat.   

Thanks to participants GK Greg Sengstock, 

DGK Stan Walczynski, Rick Olson, Jon 

Mielke, Steve Hill, Jeff Ricketts, and PGK 

Bob Gilmartin.  A special thanks to brother 

Stephen McAuley who has been a faithful 

roadside warrior for many years and 

worked his last roadside event before his 

move to Minnesota to be nearer to his 

family.   

Please consider joining us in the Fall at our 

next roadside event. 

 

 

 

 

IF NOT YOU, THEN WHO? 
 

There are leadership opportunities within the council and at the district level. We are in need of a Chancellor, Financial 

Secretary, and Recorder. From KofC.com, “The Chancellor assists both the grand and deputy grand knights in the 

leading of the council by engaging and strengthening the council's membership“. This is an important position that 

is a precursor to higher council leadership positions. The Financial Secretary keeps council membership records 

current along with accounting for the money flow of the council. The Recorder is responsible for “keeping and 

maintaining a true and permanent record of all actions of the council and maintains all correspondence of the council”. 

Our District Deputy and District Warden are also looking for their future successor. We also need a Charity 

Ambassador that will follow our charitable goals and coordinate the Vocations Raffle. If you have been a knight for 

a short time or have been around for a while, please prayerfully consider stepping up. 

 

 
  

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
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PRAYERS AND SUPPORT FOR UKRAINIAN REFUGEES  
 

The world quickly forgets tragic events. Even though the immediate threat to the largest city and capitol of Ukraine has 

eased, there is still a great refugee crisis within Ukraine and surrounding countries. Their economy has been destroyed 

on top of the complete physical destruction of their eastern cities. As an organization with Charity as our first principle, 

we are constantly asking our members and the community at large for financial support. Although there is little each of 

us can do on our own, our second principle of Unity illustrates that together we can achieve great things. Our 

fundraising page is at https://donate.kofccharities.org/team/424200 and it will look like this: 

 

To make an individual donation, just hit the yellow “Donate” button and follow the directions. If you want to multiply 

your efforts, hit the “Join Team” button. Add yourself as a member and solicit help from those you know. It is set up to 

work well with Facebook and Twitter. We started with a $1000 goal for our council, but I think we will at least double 

that. Thank you to those that have donated and to those that will spread the word.  

 

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
https://donate.kofccharities.org/team/424200


 

 

Copyright (C) 2022 St. Charles Knights of Columbus Council 12497, all rights reserved. Page 6 of 12 

Questions, comments, opinions, etc. can be forwarded to the editor at unitas12497@sbcglobal.net 

4TH DEGREE NEWS 
 

Congratulations to Sir Knight Mark Schaefer 

 

On May 21 an Exemplification of the 4th Degree was held at 

St. Edna Church in Arlington Heights.  Mark Schaefer, a 

member of our Council and our Membership Chairman 

completed his Patriotic Degree and is now a Sir Knight in 

Marquette Assembly #188.  Please join us in congratulating 

Mark as he completes his journey to the 4th Degree.   

If you are a 3rd Degree Knight in good standing, consider taking that next step to the 4th Degree.  Information on 

upcoming Exemplifications will be publicized as soon as they are known. 

 

Council & Assembly 4th Degree Knights Uniform Rebate 

 

If you are a 4th Degree Knight or prospective 4th Degree we have an offer for you.  In order to increase our Council 

support of the 4th Degree mission, we encourage you to take advantage of the rebates currently offered to those 

who purchase a complete uniform.  To show our Councils support, we are offering a $200 rebate when you purchase 

a complete uniform.  In addition, the 4th Degree Marquette Assembly is also offering an additional $100 towards your 

uniform purchase.   Take advantage of this great offer while it lasts.   Contact GK Greg Stopka, FS Bill Roth or Gary 

Stopka for more information or how to receive your rebates. 

 

 

SUPPORT THE GOLF OUTING WITH A FREE WINE TASTING 
 

Join us at the Wine Exchange on Saturday July 16th and support our 

“Never Give Up on Life” golf event! 

The Wine Exchange in St Charles (1 Illinois Street) has once again 

generously allowed the Knights to participate in their weekly wine 

tasting event from 4:00 to 6:00. Come out and enjoy a free wine 

tasting and consider buying a bottle or two to support the golf event. 

Stay for some of their great food and music after the tasting. It will be 

a great evening of fellowship and fun. 

 

  

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net


 

 

Copyright (C) 2022 St. Charles Knights of Columbus Council 12497, all rights reserved. Page 7 of 12 

Questions, comments, opinions, etc. can be forwarded to the editor at unitas12497@sbcglobal.net 

“NEVER GIVE UP ON LIFE” GOLF OUTING 
 

We are now 7 short weeks away from our 23rd annual golf 

outing at Elgin Country Club. All proceeds from the golf 

outing go directly to Corbella Clinic. Plan to put together a 

foursome and register at WWW.KOFC12497.COM. 

 

Other ways to help: 

1. Bring boxes of golf balls and/or wine to the next 

council meeting to be used as golf prizes 

2. Come to the wine tasting (see article in this 

newsletter) 

3. Sponsor a hole and advertise your business 

4. Volunteer for the day of event activities, at our activity signup page: 

kofc12497.com/?page_id=74.  We have a number of volunteer opportunities to be filled, 

choose what interests you. 

 

For more information, send an email or call Jim Connor 

(jimcon3@comcast.net or 847-417-0522) 

Remember - “The most rewarding things you do in life are often the 

ones that look like they cannot be done."  

‒ Arnold Palmer 

 

CHARLIE MILTON MEMORIAL SERVICE, JUNE 24 
 

 

Brother Knight Charlie Milton passed away last November and will have a 

memorial service on Friday, June 24th at 10:30am at St. Patrick's Crane Road 

Church. We could count on Charlie regularly to participate in Knights events and 

support the council's charitable programs.  He also frequently attended our 

monthly membership meetings. Please say a prayer for Charlie's family and mark 

your calendar to attend his memorial service. 

 

This photo of Charlie is from one of our early Garden Market events where he 

wanted to be present and help.  Past Grand Knight Bob Gilmartin is seen 

presenting Charlie with a Knight of the Month award for his prior service. 

 

 

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
http://www.kofc12497.com/
http://kofc12497.com/?page_id=74
mailto:jimcon3@comcast.net
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KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS BENEFIT……DID YOU KNOW? 
 

It’s a difficult subject to discuss, but it’s something that we all must face -- some day, we all face certain death.  

Members of the Knights of Columbus, and immediate family members of 3rd degree Knights, are entitled to a 4th 

degree Honor Guard.  At the request of the family, the Marquette Assembly #188 will put into action arrangements 

for a wake or funeral Honor Guard.  

Our Council has arranged with local funeral homes and both Parishes to include this benefit in their funeral planning 

with the family.  However, with the many details involved, this benefit may be overlooked or passed over.   So as a 

reminder, ensure that your family members are aware of your wishes. 

Also, if you know of a member who has passed, please notify our Grand Knight via email at gk@kofc12497.com.   

Due to the size of our two Parish Council and membership, we may not always be aware of a Brother Knight passing.  

It would be helpful if you know of a Brother Knight passing please contact the Grand Knight with that information as 

soon as possible.  When the Grand Knight is notified, he will contact the Assembly Faithful Navigator and Color Corp 

Commander who will arrange the service if requested and only if requested by the family.   

Soon we will add this information to our website for easier reference. 

 

PRAYER LIST 
 

Recent illnesses and deaths of our fellow knights, loved ones, and friends remind us of the 

beautiful opportunity for prayer intentions that our council's online Prayer List offers to us.  

Imagine having hundreds of knights praying for your good health, or the repose of the soul of 

your loved one.  It is so easily accomplished.   

Merely go to the council's webpage at kofc12497.com.  Currently, under the Knights Items tab 

on the menu bar, select the dropdown Prayer Request Create item.  Fill out the information page 

and submit.   

For those of us who promise to pray for a specific intention, but then have so many intentions to remember, the List 

provides a handy method to remember those intentions.  In your prayers of supplication, merely remember to say 

"And for all the intentions in my council's Prayer List" and you will be performing a wonderful act of mercy.  How 

easy is that! 

 

  

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
mailto:gk@kofc12497.com
http://kofc12497.com/
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS  
 

 

 

 

 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 

 

 

  

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
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Any Knight can sponsor our newsletter for $100 per year.  Proceeds go toward our Council’s charitable works.  

Contact the Unitas editor at unitas12497@sbcglobal.net 

 

  

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net


 

 

Copyright (C) 2022 St. Charles Knights of Columbus Council 12497, all rights reserved. Page 11 of 12 

Questions, comments, opinions, etc. can be forwarded to the editor at unitas12497@sbcglobal.net 

PHOTO ALBUM 
 

A big thank you to all who contribute photos for Unitas - it makes the publication much more interesting. 

 

We had an opportunity to help brother knight Stephen McAuley who is moving out of state, and needed assistance 

with some heavier items. Thank you to those who helped out! 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Mark G. showing his talents! 

 

 

Even an onsite injury could not stop GK 

Greg from heavy lifting 

 

 

Many hands make light(er) work! 

 

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
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On May 27 our brother knights enjoyed our council bonfire, sunset, and great fellowship on a beautiful spring evening. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

As dusk settled in, the reflections grew deeper 

 

 

Check out our new table cover for council activities!  

 

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net

